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U.S. Comes Full Circle in'* 



By George C. Wilson 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Nixon administration 
in a little over seven months 
has come full circle in its 
public pronouncements 
about its intentions in Cam- 
bodia. 

Sunday, while talking to 
newsmen aboard an airplane 
en route to Guam, Vice 
President Agnew said, “We 
are going to do everything 
we can to help the Lon Nol 
government” in Cambodia 
because “the whole matter 
of Cambodia is related to 
the security of our troops in 
Vietnam.” 

On Jan. 3, 1970, Agnew 
seemed to be saying just the 
opposite. 

During another Aslan tour 
then, Agnew explained to 
newsmen why the Nixon ad- 
ministration had supported 
the congressional resolution 
barring use of ground com- 
bat troops in Laos or Thai- 
land without congressional 
approval: 

“I think that was simply a 
resolution to indicate that 
the President wouldn’t move 



News Analysis 

unilaterally to engage us In 
any conflict— further con- 
flict in Asia beyond the 
Vietnam situation— without 
returning to the Congress 
for approval of such action. 

“I think it also indicated,” 
Agnew added, “that we 
would not become involved 
in any other combat activi- 
ties with our troops in Asia 
unless some very extreme, 
provocative and substantial 
action took place that might 
make it necessary for him to 
seek re-evaluation by the 
Congress.” 

Central questions in the 
current political and public 
debate over the Indochina 
war are these: Is Agnew 
being more candid now 
about the administration’s 
intentions in Cambodia? Is 
the Nixon Doctrine really 
just a name for day-to-day 
improvisation and not a 
structured doctrine at all? 
Has the President’s South- 
east Asian policy changed 
radically in seven months? 



Spokesmen at the White 
House, State Department 
and the Pentagon insist 
there has been no change in 
administration policy. The 
expressed rationale is that 
President Nixon has made it 
clear all along that his ac- 
tins in Cambodia have been 
and will be dictated by re- 
gard for allied lives in 
South Vietnam. 

However, past public 
statements projected no 
such wide-open policy for 
American involvement in 
Cambodia. What follows is a 
sampling of Nixon adminis- 
tration statements on Cam- 
bodia since Jan. 3, when 
Agnew predicted a poicy of 
non-involvement “in any 
other combat activities,” un- 
less the President and Con- 
gress agreed the situation 
was “very extreme.” 

“Well, ~ in Cambodia we ' 
recognize the neutrality, 
sovereignty and independ- 
ence of Cambodia. We had 
nothing to do, directly or in- 
directly, with the events 
that transpired in Cam- 
bodia." (A reference to No- 



rodom Sihanouk being de- 
posed as head of state in 
Cambodia on March 18, 1970 
by Lon Nol.) “We would 
hope that the events that 
transpired in Cambodia will 
not cause the war to be wid- 
ened in any way . . . Cam- 
bodia has not made any re- 
quest for military assistance 
... We don’t anticipate that 
any request will be made.” 

Secretary of State Wil- 
liam P. Rogers news confer- 
ence, March 23, 1970. 

Secretary of State William 
Rogers new* conference, March 23, 
1970. 

“I think it’s Important to 
bear in mind as we turn over 
these responsibilities to the 
South Vietnamese that it is 
better for us to do it on a 
step-by-step basis rather 
than follow the policy of the 
last administration— while 
we were increasing troops 
every month, thert m akin g 
public announcemen^rtrtet, 
the boys would be home by 
Christmas. I think that de- 
stroyed the credibility of the 
D^fejteRent of Defense, and 
J. don't want that kind of 
thing to happen as far as 





Statements on Cambodia 



this administration” is con- 
cerned- 

, I have said often 
that I will not recommend 
troops going to Laos or to 
Cambodia or to any other 
place without the consent of 
the Congress of the United 
States ... I have said time 
and again that as long as i 
am in this job I would never 
recommend to the President 
of the United States the use 
of American military forces 
in a combat role, combat re- 
sponsibility, without the 
consent of the Congress of 
the United States. Now I 
feel that very strongly.” 

Defense Secretary Melvin 
B. Laird, April 15, 1970, on 
the Irv Kupclnet Show, 
WMAQ-TV, Chicago. 

Asked at a Pentagon news 
briefing on May 6. 1970, why 
Congress was not consulted 
in advance about the Cam- 
bodian invasion, Laird said: 
“It was not necessary be- 
cause this Cambodian opera- 
tion is a part of the Viliam 
program.” 

. . Massive amounts of 
military assistance could not 



be readily and effectively 
utilized by the small Cambo- 
dian army against the imme- 
diate threat. With other na- 
tions, we shall do our best 
to provide the small arms 
and other equipment which 
the Cambodian army needs 
and can use now for its de- 
fense. The aid we will pro- 
vide wiU be limited to the 
purpose of enabling Cam- 
bodia to defend its heutrali- 
ty — not for the purpose of 
making it an active belliger- 
ent on one side or the other 
... We shall avoid a wider 

war ...” , 

Laird at Fort Gordon, Ga., May 5, 

“We are not going to get 
involved -with the Cambo- 
dian army or with military 
operations in Cambodia. 
This "(Cambodian invasion)” 
is not an operation to widen 
the war. This is an operation 
to help hasten the end of 
the war.” 

President Nixon. «n Canola address 
to tha nation. April 30, 1970. 

1970. 

"... I would expect that 
the South Vietnamese would 
come out approximately at 
the same time that t we do 
because when we come out 



our logistical support and 
air support will also come 
out with them . . 

", . . The* United States, 
as I indicated in what is 
called the Guam or Nixon 
doctrine, cannot take the re- 
sponsibility in the future to 
send American men in to de- 
fend the neutrality of coun- 
tries that are unable to de- 
fend themselves . . .” 

President Nixon, news conference. 
May 8, 1970. 

Asked at his news confer- 
ence on May 13, 1970, 

whether "what you’re ruling 
out, only, is that we will not 
get Involved directly, mili- 
tarily, in supporting the Lon 
Nol government,” Rogers re- 
plied, "That’s correct.” 

“I don’t believe our gov- 
ernment has a commitment 
to Cambodia. Our commit- 
ment is to our own forces 
»# 

’ Laird. Godfrey Sperling breakfast 
group. MOV 14. 1970. 

“The only remaining 
American activity in Cam- 
bodia after July 1 will be air 
missions to interdict the 
movement of enemy troops 
and material where I find 



that is necessary to protect 
the lives and security of our 
men in South Vietnam . . " 

President Nixon's Cambodian report 
to ttwr nation. June 3, 1970. 

. . The President’s pol- 
icy on air interdiction is 
that at the present time and 
after our troops leave Cam- 
bodia, our Air Force will be 
used, be permitted to inter- 
dict the supply lines and 
communication lines in 
Cambodia ... It is obvious, 
of course, that there will be 
times when, in the process 
of interdicting supply lines 
or communication lines of 
the enemy, that that will be 
of direct benefit to the pres- 
ent government in Cam- 
bodia. But I think the main 
thrust of our policy is to use 
our Air Force for the pur- 
pose of interdicting supply 
lines and communication 
lines to protect Americans 
in South Vietnam . - - Ob- 
viously it may have a dual 
benefit; it may serve our 
purposes and at the same 
time serve the ^Cambodian 
government . • . 

Rogers pres conference. June 23, 1970. 





